
  Precipitation Reports for the Month of December 
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Station Precipitation  Normal   % of    
Normal 

 Snowfall   Normal   % of 
Normal 
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Dec 4th-5th - Scattered rain and snow showers developed over northern Utah as a 

weak weather disturbance crossed the state. Gusty winds developed ahead of the storm. 

Above: Snow accumulating on Interstate 80 heading up Parleys Summit. 

Some Precipitation Totals (inches) 

Some Snowfall Totals (inches) 
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Click Here for the Full Precipitation, Snow & Wind Report. 

Courtesy Jill Margetts 
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Some Top Peak Wind Gusts (MPH) 
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Dec 8th-11th - A moist and slow moving Pacific storm system brought widespread 

precipitation the majority of the Beehive state. The storm brought valley rain and 
mountain snow the first couple of days, but as colder air filtered in the rain changed to 

snow on most valley floors. The heaviest snow feel across the Northern Wasatch Range, 
where  several feet of snow was reported at some of the ski resorts.  

Above: Storm just beginning to impact travel up Big Cottonwood Canyon. 

Courtesy Allison Croghan 

https://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/wx/afos/p.php?pil=PNSSLC&e=201612051510


Above: Snow accumulating on the snowboard at Park City. 

 

 

Below: Traffic on I-15 along the Northern Wasatch Front moving along despite slushy road conditions.  

Courtesy Ogden Standard-Examiner 



Some Precipitation Totals (inches) 

Above: About eight inches of new snow accumulated on the snowboard at Snowbasin. 
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Some Snowfall Totals (inches) 
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Some Top Peak Wind Gusts (MPH) Click Here for the Full Precipitation, Snow & Wind Report. 
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Dec 13th-15th - An upper-level storm system and a vigorous cold front brought strong 

thunderstorms followed by widespread rain and snow to much of the Beehive State. The 
strongest storms occurred across northern and central Utah. 

Top: Beautiful shot of a cloud-to-ground lightning strike over South Mountain in the Oquirrh Mountain Range. 

Bottom: Snowflakes in the air as seen from South Ogden at night. 

Courtesy Jeff McGrath 



Some Precipitation Totals (inches) 
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Some Snowfall Totals (inches) Click Here for the Full Precipitation, Snow & Wind Report. 
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Dec 16th-17th - A strong cold front brought thunderstorms, heavy rain, small hail and 

strong winds to much of Utah as it pushed across the Beehive State. Widespread valley 
rain quickly turn to snow over much of Utah, with the snow generally hovering around 

the 5000 foot level. The heaviest snow fell over the Cottonwoods and Salt Lake benches. 

Above: Impressive shelf cloud along a strong cold front moving into the Salt Lake Valley. 

Courtesy Andrew Murray 

Some Top Peak Wind Gusts (MPH) 
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Courtesy John Strate 

Courtesy Sean Zahm 

Above: Another view of the shelf cloud rolling into the Salt Lake Valley seen from Sugarhouse. 

Below: Heavy snow staring to bury cars at Brighton Ski Resort.  



Courtesy Lisa Verzella 

Top: Yet another look at the shelf cloud heading for Salt Lake City, this one shot fro the NWS office. 

Bottom: The snowboard at Snowbird nearly completely buried in 15 inches of snow. 



Courtesy Dan Pope 

Some Precipitation Totals (inches) 

Provo Canyon 

USU Doc Daniel 

Kolob 

Liberty 

Pine Valley 

Timpanogos Cave 

Alpine 

Sardine Summit 

Zion National Park 

Lewiston 

Nephi 

Richmond 

Fruit Heights 

Oak City 

Lehi 

NE Ogden Bench 

Bountiful Bench 

Aspen Grove 

Huntington Horse 

Alta-UDOT 

Tony Grove Lake 

Midway Valley 

Deer Valley 

Heber City 

Pleasant Grove 

Solitude 

Providence 

Brigham City 

Huntsville 

Tremonton 

Hyde Park 

Centerville 

Park Valley 

Cottonwood Hts 

Brighton Crest 

Alta-Collins 

Mendon 

Powder Mountain 

Deer Creek Dam 

Garden City Smt 

Wellsville 

Riverside 

Enterprise 

Logan 

Snowbird 

Bear Lake 

Ogden 

Hill A.F.B. 

Sandy 

Spanish Fork PH 

Hurricane 

5.08 

2.90 

2.80 

2.51 

2.34 

2.06 

1.79 

1.68 

1.58 

1.47 

1.42 

1.35 

1.24 

1.15 

1.09 

1.02 

0.95 

5.01 

2.90 

2.64 

2.50 

2.20 

1.95 

1.79 

1.65 

1.48 

1.46 

1.40 

1.28 

1.17 

1.14 

1.08 

0.98 

0.94 

4.26 

2.89 

2.54 

2.44 

2.12 

1.90 

1.68 

1.59 

1.47 

1.43 

1.39 

1.26 

1.15 

1.14 

1.07 

0.95 

0.91 

Above: Shredding the greatest snow on Earth at an undisclosed location somewhere in the Wasatch Mountains. 

https://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/wx/afos/p.php?dir=prev&pil=PNSSLC&e=201612211535


Some Snowfall Totals (inches) 

Click Here for the Full Precipitation, Snow & Wind Report. 

Brighton Crest 

Powder Mountain 

Solitude 

Provo Canyon 

Sandy 

Eden 

Cedar City 

Sandy 

Upper Millcreek 

Suncrest 

West Jordan 

Fremont Indian SP 

Brian Head 

Logan Radio 

Herriman 

Holladay 

New Harmony 

Centerville 

Altamont 

Grantsville 2 W 

South Salt Lake 

Alta-Collins 

Canyon Village 

Park City Mountain 

Spruces 

Laketown 

City Creek 

Bountiful Bench 

Bountiful 4 S 

Spanish Fork PH 

NE Ogden Bench 

Heber City 

Brian Head 

Nephi 

Fort Union 

Beaver 

Salt Lake City 

Circleville 

Taylorsville 

Apple Valley 

Levan 

 

Alta-UDOT 

Snowbird 

Cottonwood Hts 

Heber City 10 ESE 

Wanship Dam 

SnowbasinMidBowl 

Oak City 

West Jordan Bench 

Pineview Dam 

Liberty 

Randolph 

Fremont Indian SP 

Lehi 

Tooele 

Fruit Heights 

Morgan 

Hans Flat RS 

Salt Lake Triad 

TaylorsvilleBennion 

Ogden 

 

38.0 

18.0 

14.0 

  8.0 

  6.5 

  5.0 

  4.8 

  4.3 

  4.0 

  3.5 

  3.0 

  3.0 

  3.0 

  2.0 

  2.0 

  1.5 

  1.2 

  1.0 

  0.9 

  0.4 

  0.3 

25.0 

17.0 

14.0 

  8.0 

  6.0 

  5.0 

  4.5 

  4.0 

  4.0 

  3.0 

  3.0 

  3.0 

  2.9 

  2.0 

  2.0 

  1.5 

  1.2 

  1.0 

  0.8 

  0.4 

 

19.0 

16.0 

  9.5 

  7.0 

  5.0 

  5.0 

  4.5 

  4.0 

  4.0 

  3.0 

  3.0 

  3.0 

  2.5 

  2.0 

  1.8 

  1.5 

  1.1 

  1.0 

  0.5 

  0.3 

 

Some Top Peak Wind Gusts (MPH) 
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Dec 23rd-26th - Dreaming of a White Christmas? Well, you got it and then some. Just 

in time for Santa’s journey to the Beehive State, a cold and moist pacific storm brought 
widespread snow...heavy at times...to pretty much the entire state. The only exception 

was Utah’s Dixie, where residents had to settle for a Wet Christmas. Timing of the storm 
was also ideal for holiday skiers, as mother nature dumped around 2-3 feet at many of 

the ski resorts. Heaviest snowfall occurred over northern Utah. 

Top: Large snowflakes falling in Cedar City. 

Bottom: Snow accumulating in West Jordan. 

Courtesy Jessie Harris 

Courtesy Matt Solum 



Courtesy Andrew Adams 

Courtesy Darin Brooks 

Above: A couple of cars partially buried in the heavy snow along the Wasatch Front. 



Courtesy Dan Pope 

Courtesy Rogo 

Above: Probably going to be awhile until this barbeque in Farmington is fired up. 

Below: Nearly 17 inches of snowfall on the Bountiful Bench snowboard.  



Courtesy Allison Croghan 

Above: Numerous tables and chairs draped in well over a foot snow in the Salt Lake Valley. 

Below: Patio table in Sandy covered with just over 8 inches of snow. 

Courtesy Mallard Hangar 



Courtesy Derek Petersen 

Courtesy Darin Brooks 

Above: Another vehicle requiring major snow removal along the Wasatch Front. 

Below: Beautiful picture of the aftermath of the heavy snow at Solitude Ski Resort. 



Courtesy Kate Allen 

Courtesy Don & Kaye Bybee 

Top: Mt. Timpanogos coated in snow, snow, and more snow. 

Bottom: Great shot from Sevier County of deer nibbling on this poor snowman’s nose.  



Some Precipitation Totals (inches) 

Click Here for the Full Precipitation, Snow & Wind Report. Some Snowfall Totals (inches) 
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High Temperature Records For the Month of December 
 

Low Temperature Records For the Month of December 

 

Dec 18th - Record low minimum temperatures were set at Alta -10 (-8/1996) and Cedar City 

Airport –5 (-2/1992). Record high maximums were set at Cedar City Airport 20 (26/2006), 
Fillmore 16 (20/1928), Manti 17 (17/1909), Randolph 8 (9/1996), and Utah Test Range 22 

(23/2013).   

Record 24-Hour Precipitation For the Month of December 

Dec 22nd - Record 24-hour daily precipitation was set at Bullfrog 0.40 (0.36/2009). 

Record 24-Hour Snowfall For the Month of December 

Dec 24th - Record 24-hour daily snowfall was set at Kanab 2.5 (2.0/1962). 

Dec 12th  - Bullfrog set a record high minimum of 41 degrees (36/2000), and also set a  

record high maximum temperature at 61 (60/1977).  

Dec 11th  - Bullfrog set a record high maximum temperature with a high of 62 (60/1968).  

Dec 16th  - Record high maximum temperatures were set at Bullfrog 63 (62/2010) and 

Capitol Reef National Park 61 (56/1998). 

Dec 10th - Record 24-hour daily precipitation was set at Salt Lake City 0.65 (0.36/1901). 

Dec 19th - Record low minimum temperatures were set at Alpine 5 (7/1975) and Capitol 

Reef Nat’l Park 10 (11/2008).  

Dec 24th - Record 24-hour daily precipitation was set at Cedar City Airport 0.52 (0.46/1971). 

Dec 25th - Record 24-hour daily snowfall was set at Fillmore 9.0 (6.0/1959), Laketown 8.0 

(4.0/1941), Manti 8.0 (6.0/1981), Provo BYU 7.3 (6.0/1920) and Spanish Fork 14.0 (11.0/2014). 

Dec 25th - Record 24-hour daily precipitation was set at Manti 0.62 (0.60/1904), Provo BYU 

0.91 (0.70/2003) Spanish Fork 1.33 (0.76/2014) and Zion National Park 0.99 (0.81/1971). 



THE SALT LAKE CITY UT CLIMATE SUMMARY FOR THE MONTH OF DECEMBER 2016 

  

 CLIMATE NORMAL PERIOD 1981 TO 2010 

 CLIMATE RECORD PERIOD 1874 TO 2015 

  

 WEATHER         OBSERVED                 NORMAL       DEPART       LAST YEAR`S          

                         VALUE    DATE(S)       VALUE         FROM           VALUE   DATE(S)  

                                                                            NORMAL                       

 ................................................................ 

 TEMPERATURE (F) 

 RECORD 

  HIGH                    67     12/21/1969                 

  LOW                    -21     12/13/1932 

                                    

 HIGHEST                57     12/15                                                    61     12/09 

 LOWEST                  4      12/27                                                     4      12/31  

                                              

 AVG. MAXIMUM     36.7                        38.0              -1.3            38.8         

 AVG. MINIMUM      22.4                        22.6              -0.2            23.8          

 MEAN                    29.5                        30.3             -0.8            31.3         

  

 DAYS MAX >= 90       0                          0.0               0.0               13         

 DAYS MAX <= 32      12                         8.0               4.0                 5           

 DAYS MIN <= 32       31                        27.2              3.8                 2         

 DAYS MIN <= 0          0                          0.3             -0.3                 0             

  

 PRECIPITATION (INCHES) 

 TOTALS                  1.98                        1.41             0.57            2.23             

  

 DAYS >= .01             13                         9.9               3.1                 13         

 DAYS >= .10               4                         4.5              -0.5                  5       

 DAYS >= .50               1                         0.5               0.5                  2         

 DAYS >= 1.00             0                         0.1              -0.1                  0             

  

 SNOWFALL (INCHES) 

 TOTALS                   11.1                       13.2              -2.1              15.9             

 SINCE 7/1               16.8                       22.2                                  17.3     



WEATHER             OBSERVED            NORMAL       DEPART         LAST YEAR`S          

                             VALUE                  VALUE          FROM            VALUE      

                                                                          NORMAL                       

DEGREE DAYS  

HEATING TOTAL       1093                    1076              -17                1035           

  SINCE 7/1              1892                   2294             -402                1977          

COOLING TOTAL           0                         0                  0                     0         

  SINCE 1/1             1619                    1160               459               1444 

 

    

————————————————————————————————————————————— 

 

 

WIND (MPH) 

 AVERAGE WIND SPEED                               6.2 

 HIGHEST WIND SPEED/DIRECTION         39/300             DATE      12/16 

 HIGHEST GUST SPEED/DIRECTION          49/310             DATE     12/16 

  

 

WEATHER CONDITIONS. NUMBER OF DAYS WITH 

 THUNDERSTORM            1             RAIN                                    5  

 HAIL                              1             SNOW                                  8 

 FOG                              19            FOG W/VIS <= 1/4 MILE       4 

 HAZE                             11                                         

                                                                      

 -  INDICATES NEGATIVE NUMBERS.                                       

 R  INDICATES RECORD WAS SET OR TIED.                                 

 MM INDICATES DATA IS MISSING.                                        

 T  INDICATES TRACE AMOUNT.  

Please e-mail comments, questions, suggestions, corrections, 

or concerns to the webmaster: w-slc.webmaster@noaa.gov 


